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Dick Bourgeois-Doyle is a writer and science administrator with an interest in innovation 
history, research ethics, and gender issues in technology. He recently retired from the 
position of Secretary General of the National Research Council of Canada (NRC) having 
previously been Director of Governance and Ethics.  Before joining NRC in 1987, he served 
as Chief of Staff and Director of Communications to the Minister of Science and 
Technology, as Chief of Staff to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, and as a Legislative 
Assistant in the House of Commons as well as elected chair of the Parliamentary 
Assistants Assembly.  A former broadcaster and journalist, he has written a number of 
books on science and innovation and contributed to many conferences, TV features, 
articles, and radio programs on the history of science in Canada. He chaired the NRC 
Centennial celebration (100 Years of Innovation in Canada) and is a three-time recipient 
of the NRC Canada Outstanding Achievement Award for Public Awareness of Science. 

He has also served on a number of science ethics bodies, recently as a member of the 
International Council for Science – Committee on Freedom and Responsibility in the 
Conduct of Science; as a member of the Organizing Committee of the 3rd World 
Conference on Research Integrity, as Chair of the Universality of Science Thematic 
Session at the World Science Forum 2017, and as Chair of the Canadian Council on Animal 
Care (CCAC) Public Affairs and Communications Committee. Currently, he is a board 
member and interim Chair of the Foundation for Student Science and Technology, a 
member of the Advisory Board of the European Path-2-Integrity program, and a member 
of the Human, Social and Natural Sciences Sectoral Commission of the Canadian 
Commission for UNESCO. He writes columns for Canadian Science Publishing and the 
Science Mutters Blog on the Government of Canada website Science.gc.ca. 

 


